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Obelisk Hill-Arcadia Park Landcare - Progress Report and Record for 2024

We have enjoyed a very interesting 2024 with plenty of variety
working in several areas of our coastal CBD to make a real
difference with its appearance and biodiversity. We continued
to have enthusiastic turnouts of 10 to 15 volunteers for our work
sessions on Fridays. We welcomed many new members during
the year and received corporate volunteer involvement from
Pacific National and KPMG.

We worked on over54 occasions (i.e. most Fridays of the year)
to tally up over 1700 hours of volunteer effort (equivalent to
more than $68,000 in value). This does not include the many
extra hours put in by individuals outside of planned sessions
with mowing, weed control and administration.

We planted over2400 native trees, shrubs and grasses to the
areas we have worked in.

In Arcadia Park we mulched and added plants to the N/W Pit
Street Rainforest Slope and cleared along the western fence line
adding in mulch and plants. In the S/W Slope and Southern Gully
we cleared, mulched and added plants. Weeding elsewhere
across the park continued with mulch added to cleared locations
with Madeira Vine and Trad remaining our biggest problems.

We assisted theFriends of the Church Walk Park to progress
projects in its park by clearing weed growth, spreading two
loads of mulch to lower slopes, planting 200 plants and assisting
with preparation for its 100-year celebration.

In Nesca Park we worked on either side of the grassed corridor
clearing, mulching and planting, On the Northern Slope we made
great progress with an 800m2 area restoring about 400m2
(about 150m2 had been restored in 2023). On the Southern Side
of the grassed corridor we restored about 200m2 during the
year. Elsewhere hand weeding and spot spraying was ongoing.

The northern entrance to King Edward Park was a major
commitment by our group which commenced at the end of 2023.
We managed to restore about 200m2 of the entrance slopes by
removing Bitou Bush and other weeds replacing them with
erosion control logs, mulch and plants. Whilst doing this we also
tidied up about 50m2 at the nearby Anne Feneley Look Out

The maintenance of thedrdnance Street Nature Strip , Wolfe
and Ordnance Street native beds , and theeastern slope of
Obelisk Hill has been ongoing. We also maintained weed
control in the native beds at thesouthern entrance to King
Edward Park and along theMemorial Drive Nature

Corridor .

Morning tidy rounds of the Darby Street Community Garden
continued with the addition of manure, mulch and haylts
Facebook postings receive interest from the community. We
thank its neighbours for their continued access to water for the
garden.

Elaine has again maintained ouinstagram account up to date
(search Obelisk_Arcadia) which is a wonderful record of our
progress since November 2015. We havewveebsite up (Google
Obelisk Hill Arcadia Park Landcare) and have commenced
adding content to aFacebook page (search Obelisk Hill Arcadia
Park Landcare). During the year we received visits from the
Australian Native Plant Society, Newcastle East Public School
Junior Landcare, and the Natural Journaling Group. Scott Bevan
of the ABC included Arcadia Park in his Saturday morning
Garden Ramble.

Several of our group attended training and networking
opportunities during the year which included National Tree Day
at Tarro and a Landcare training session in Nesca Park in May.
We paid a visit to the nursery of Trees in Newcastle at Redhead
in November for morning tea and to meet its volunteers. The
nursery is a real credit to all involved.

The support and guidance we have received from Petra
Freeman, Tracey Cummins, Lindsay Nichols, and staff of Natural
Areas has again been outstanding. We thank them for their
friendly advice, enthusiasm and energetic assistance throughout
the year. We appreciate the supply of mulch and plants fromeh
City nursery to support our progress.

Especially, | thank all of the members of our group for their
friendship, great company and outstanding energy. It has been a
fun year. | look forward to seeing you all in the New Year for
another interesting year restoring bushland in our City.

Bob Clifton Coordinator Obelisk Hill-Arcadia Park Landcare

Our Tawney Frog Math pair are back on the job after an absence. They have relocated to thth&wouGully and have two offspring. (photo
by Elaine Lewins)



Arcadia Park  Pit Street N/W Rainforest Slope and Western Fence Line

() The N/W Slope cleared and mulched June 2023 ready for a school planting morning with senior students of the Newcas#stEublic
School inJuly 2023

() With regular rainfall events supplemented by hand watering all plants havene very well - Photo takeBecember 2023

(r) Further development during 2024 has been very encouraging wittldiweed growth. Over 200 supplementary plants were added and
African Olives were selectively poisoned during the year (photo telRecember2024)

Date Palms and weed growth were cleared along iMestern Fenceline and planted with native grasses. Weed control has been
maintained since



Arcadia Park Pit Street Rainforest Slope

The same location is developing into rainforest and is relatively weed fréew it looks inDecember 2024




Nesca Park Northern Slope

The 800m2 Northern Slope 20 April 2023 at the time restoration commenced

We worked throughout the year on an 800m2 are40mx 20m) on the northern slope clearing Vine, African Olive, Date Palms and other
weed growth. About 50% of this area has now been mulched and planted outeher we still have more clearing to be completed. At the
end of 2023 aboul00m2 had been mulched and planted with those plamow doing well. Photos taken iDecember 2024



Nesca Park - Southern Side of the Grassed Corridor

During the year about 200m2 on the southern side of the grassaddor and in behind the initial Nesca Parade plantings was
progressively cleared, mulched and plad

A load of mulch was added to a 60m2 area adjacent to the Hibiscus Faresselected grasses relocated from the Nesca Gully across the
road in advance of the major drainage repair works commencing. Some Not&idnd trees were thinned to let more light in for the
developing understory

Nesca Park- Natural Areas Landcare Training Day 28 May 2024

Natural Areas conducted a very interesting Landcare Training DayNiesca Park on 28 May 2024. The day included the planting our of over
2000 plants in a 500m2 prepared area which was previously mayvass.



Nesca Gully Drainage Project

LA

The major drainage repair project below Memorial Drive was completeddotober 2024 leaving the disturbed acess location mulched
and ready for planting by contractors. A section was identified for a commuplgnting occasion which occurred 6 December 2024

Nesca Park - Eastern Shoulder Preparation

Approximately 200m2 of exotic grass and weeds/b&een cleared back in preparation for planting programs in 2025

Photo taken29 November 2024. It is planned to involve Newcastle East Public School senior students

Nesca Park Northern Corner of the Eastern Slope (near White Building)

About 50m2 of the northern corner of the eastern slope has been clearddsgime plants added in anticipation of adding mulch and more
plants in the New Year. Photos takenNiovember 2024



King Edward Park Northern Entrance and Anne Feneley Look Out

Cleaning up the appearance of and removing weed growth from the nomhemtrance to KEP has been an exciting project for our group
yielding great satisfaction. It never ceases to amaze how much can biaed by a few of our group in a work session. Photos above show
the starting point at theend of 2023

After the removal of Bitou Bush and over two work sessions in June we irgstlieerosion control logs, spread two loads of mulch and
planted out 200 native plants to a 150m2 restored area (Phdi June 2024)



The highly visible location at the Anne Feneley Look Out was clearedtofiBush and other weeds, mulched and planted with coastal
plants inJune 2024

Our last working session for the year Movember 2024 saw a continuation of Bitou Bush removal and the spreading of mulch along a
60m2 prepared section adjacent to the Sunken Garden Roadway



Obelisk Hill Surrounds

A previously planted location has developed well. Photo taketober 2024

Darby Street Community Garden

B We initiated an interest in the Darby Street Community Garden in late 2023 and
arranged for water to be reconnected and an initial clean up. We have Iseleral short
morning tidy ups since then spreading manure, mulch and straw. Some plzats been
added and the Facebook presence has been enlivened. We are yevdlve the
community more broadly and hope to find an enthusiastic community facilitator for the
garden. Natural Areas of NCC has been most supportive in our efforts andope to
have a new garden sign soon.

Photos taken during 2024




() Photo taken on10 November 2023 after our mulching and planting morning. (r) Photo of the same location @December 2024.
Before we commenced work this slope was covered with Cestrum aret etheds

The lower slopes of Church Walk Park after our mulching and planting morrond.3 September 2024




The same lower slopes after the planting of 200 plants during and immediaaétigr the 100-year celebrations ilNovember

Landcare Promotion and Social Media

T SE F Ut f—fT eecie —fZte— <o Thechooco%acUho B «afIIL 2t ESHE"ZxWishfhd The—F" —™
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frame display frame. Our website, Facebook and Instagram are now easilycbediby QR Codes.

The Friends of Church Walk Park and our Landcare took part in the HuSteeet Mall Street Party oi® November 2024. Lyndley,
Malcolm and Ingrid were there to help. We had flyers available amere able to show off our new A frame display and posters



Nesca Park Garden near the Corner of Bull and Brook Streets

Later in the year Gabrielle, a nearby resident took on the task of tidyipgthe small 4mx4m garden near the corner of Bull and Brooks
Streets. The garden was weeded, mulched and planted out by the local neighlmoNm/ember 2024. A 1988 photo from the University of
Newcastle archives shows the Nesca Park signage and garden.

Corporate Volunteer Sessions

We welcomed four volunteers from Pacific National fdational Tree Day in July who planted 250 additional plants to the northwest Pit
Street rainforest slope of Arcadia Park and along the western fence Tihey made a real difference in a very short space of time.

And again, inNovember we appreciated the efforts of seven volunteers from KPMG who workétesca Park on the northern slope
clearing, spreading mulch and planting out 200 rainforest plants



Landcarers on the Job in 2024

With support from the neighbouring apartment strata we cleared down lvgcaDate Palms at the rear of the apartments and added in 20
or so very nice native plants supplied by the stratahanks Emily for getting it organised and for the ongoing use of water for new
plantings

Bitou Bashingiin KEP

We had a couple of big sessions adding erosion control logs, mulch and plariie twtthern entrance to KEP and the Anne Feneley LO
location



Big morning at KEP installing 10 erosion control logs and spreading mulch

Our Landcare particpated in Natural Areas Training Day in Nescaa#28 May 2024

Planting sessions in Nesca Parkd624



() Tidy up morning in the Darby Street Community Garden (r) Morne@ayafter our big morning of mulching and weeding in Church
Walk Park inSeptember 2024. A load of mulch was spread to the lower slopes of the park and thk waeded and tidied in preparation of
the 100-year celebrations in November. We appreciated the greatséasce of the Natural Areas Team.

Ten of our group visited Trees in NewcasileNovember 2024

Visitors to Arcadia Park

Newcastle East Public School Junior Landcare checking out our Naties BéSeptember 2024, and inNovember 2024 the Nature
Journaling Group called in.






